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ſubject to any Law, but that of his own 


IS ATAAR xxix. It," 12. ew” 


The 7 rfion of all is become unto Sage as 
the Words of a Book that is ſeated, 8 
which Men deliver to one that is 


1 learned, Jaying, Read this, I pray 


"thee, and be ſaith, I cannot, for it 


"= ſealed : And the Book is delivered 


1% him that is not learned, Ming, 


Nead this 1 pray thee z and be faith 
I an nt Learned. | 


OD is not Man; nor are his Ways | 
as our Ways. We are changeable, | 
never in one Stay; God is the ſame, 
2* erauy, to Day, and for ever; confined "to - 
no particular Modes, or Ways of actin 
Will. 


He varies his Ways of Providence, as his Wiſ- | 
dom directs, all tending to the Good of his 


Creatures. And in the Revelation of his Will 
to Man, though he might vary in the Method, 
or Manner of doing it, (as he did of old) 
yet, che End and Deſign was always the 


220 | | ſame, 


"TYP: 
ſame, viz. the Recovery of fallen Man, with 
a view to make him happy. | 
es and the Prophets ; Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, all centered in that point (that great 
and generous ACt of publiſhing abroad God's 
good Will to a 7% World). It was firſt de- 
clared to Adam in Paradiſe; Noab preached 
it while the Ark was in Building; and after 
the Law was given from Mount Sinai, God 
was pleaſed to reveal it to his Prophets, ſome- 
times after one Manner, and ſometimes after 
another, Moſes is ſaid to ſpeak to God, Face to 
Face (a); Samuel heard the Word by a Voice 
ſpeaking unto him; and with the Mantle of 
Elijab, the Spirit of the Lord deſcended upon 
his Servant Eliſba (õ). Feremab, Zechariah, and 
others of the Prophets, received the: Word of 
God under Shadows and Repreſentations (c). 
Daniel's Commiſſion from Heaven was .deli- 
vered by the Mouth of the Angel Gabriel (d). 
The divine Goodneſs was declared to. Ezekiel 
by a Viſion of dry Bones raiſed to Life (e): 
And the Prophet before us had his Y:/ons 
which be ſaw concerning Judah and Jeruſalem 
in the Days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah Kings of Hun (Y. 


(a Exod. xxxiii. 11. 0 2 Kings i li. 14, rs. 
(e) Jer. i. 11, 13- Amos viii. 1, 2. Tech. i. 18, Ce. 
lit, 8,——iv. 2, 11+ and many others, (d) Dan, ix. 22. 
% Excl. xxxvii. I, Se. J) Jain, 


Some- 


15 1 
Sometimes the Prophets were to denounce. 
the Judgments of Heaven againſt incorrigible 
Sinners (g); at other Times, they were to 
ſpeak comfortably (þ); to heal the broken- 
hearted (i), and to promiſe a gathering-toge- 
ther of the Diſperſed of God's People (#). 
They were alſo commiſſioned to give the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of fatther Degrees of 
Mercy to the bumble and thankful z while the 
ungrateful (they Who made no Improvement 
of God's Goodneſs) were threatened, that the 
Mercies they enjoyed ſhould be taken from 
them, and their ſtony unrelenting Hearts 
made ſtill harder, by n over their 
Minds à Spirit of Slumber. 
Stay yourſelves and vnde {> mo Sib Pro- 
phet a little before- my Text) cry ye out (ſays 


he) and cry; tley are drunken, but not "with 


Wine ; they ſtagger, but not with ftrong Drink ; 

for the Lord bath poured out upon yvu the Spirit 
of deep Sleep, and buth cloſed your Eyes: The 
Propbets und your Rulers, the Seers hath be co- 
vered. And ibe Viſſon of" all is become un- 
to you as'the Words of a Boot that 1s ſealed, 
which Men deliver to one that is learned, ſaying, 
Read this, I pray thee ; and: he ſaith, I cannot, 
for it is ſealed : And the Book is delivered to 


(g) Ila. iii. 9,11 un i: Jer. xiv. 10. Ames i ü. 4, 
8, 6 9 We i. (b) Ja. xl. 1. Jer. xxxi. 13. 
Exel. wiv. 22, 23. Zecb. i. 16. 17. i) Iſa. xi. 1. 
(4) Ija. xi. 11, 12. Exel. xxxix, 25, Cc. Job xxii, 
22, 23. Ia. vii. 15. ire 

2 him 


f 1 
eee ſoy; "Read this Ire) 


thee'; and be faith, I am not learned. In theſe 


Words (as in a Looking- Glaſs) we may ſee 


che black frightſul Complexion of every un- 
converted Soul, learned or 'unlarned. Like a 
drunken Man, they reel to — fro, between 
their Vices and Co and ſtagger 
from their God, like the Deunkard from his 
Cups: Deſtruction is before them, the Pit of 
Hell is near them, and yet, like the thought- 
leſs Drunkard, they apprehend no Danger; 
but preſs forward not knowing where they 
go. Stay yourſehves therefore foes the Pro- 
* 22 As if he had ſaid ſtop ye 
ſerious ones, and behold+theſe Men; wonder 
at their Ignorance: (their ſhiritual Ignorance) 
and . Nee een 9 their 
Folly. 
God aol "oi 4. them Good, but 
they refuſed they flighted his Mercy, and 
— lghtly of his Loving-kindneſs. (I 
wiſh the fame Charge may not lay againſt 
many of us) Upon this their offended God 


withdrew / his Favours; he put out the Candle 


of their Underſtanding (the Light of his Spi- 
rit ) and left them Ry themſelves, to grope 
their Way in the dark uncertain Steps of ſpi- 
ritual Blindneſs. The Lord poured out upon 
them the Spirit of deep Sleep, and cloſed their 

Byes, * * compleat their Miſery (1) 


| (1) Matt xv. 44. e | 
; wth i 


| [33- : 
it was no better with their Leadeer and Task. | 


ers, whoſe Eyes God alſo cige; as is . 
preſſed in thoſe Words, The Prop bers, und your 
Rulers, the Scers alſo hath be covered. They 
were” all ' alike Jpiritually omen OY _ 
unlearned (m). OE 
The Viſions of mee for, weber God's s 
Servants ſaw in Viſions, and declared to the 
People) were like the Words of | a Book, that 
is ſealed, i. e. When the Viſion; was told, the 
true ſpiritual: Senſe and Meaning of it, Was 
as much hid from the Soul, as the. Contents 
of 4 Boot that '#s Jeajed, is hid from the” Eye. 
And —if 4 Book is fealed, and not tö be 
opened, no Man can be the better for it, 
though it is written in the moſt accurate 
Style, with the greateſt Propriety, the\quick- 
eſt 1 or the ſtrongeſt Chain of Ar-. 
| Im like Wanner though the Sorip- 
tures” — all Things neceſſary to Salya- 


tion; though they bring Tidings of "preat 


Joy; fuch as the Death of Chef,; the hed: + 


ding his mo? precious Blood; God reconciled; - 
Man forgiven ; and the Spirit promiſed in His 


Gifts and Graces, tq ſanctify us through- 


out (n) (in Saul and Body) and to inſpire us (o) 

with ſuch Knowledge from above, as may 
guide and conduct vs, from this, to the 
World to come; (I fay, though the Scrif- 
tures are thus filled with good News yo 


(m) 85 IV. 9. (* 1 750% ve 23. (9) Job xxxii. 8. 
unt, B 3 Heaven, 


[6] 

Heaven, and contain ſuch Matter of the great- 
eſt Joy) yet no Man can be the better for 
thoſe ſacred Truths, not his Heart at all com- 
. forted by them, till the Seal of a. prejudiced 
corrupt Nature is broken off 5), and a tho- 
rough Change made in the whole. Man : All 
old Things poſt my and: een 
new (4). 3 Jarl 

When this 1 (the Book nr Feng iy 
read) the Scripture will be rightly.underſtood ; 
as much of it, as is neceſſary to Saluation. But 
till then, till this Change, this new Creation 
of the Spirit ſr] is wrought in us, the Scrip- 
tures will be, as the Words of. a. Boak - ang is 
ſealed, which none can read, neither learned 
nor unlearned, If Men deliver tbis ſealed: Book 
to one that is learned; ſaying," Read this I pray 
zhee ; the Anſwer. is, I cannot, for it is fealed, 
(i. e. the Contents of the Book is hid from 
him, as the Word of God (in its true ſpiriua] 
Senſe and Meaning) moſt certainly is, till the 
Mind and Underflanding are enlightened (s) 
from above.) And — on the other hand, when 
the Book is as to him that is not learned, 


1 . In 1 Cer. ii, 14. the A oftle tells vs, that the na- 
tural Man rice veth not the Things 1 the Spirit of God. 
Therefore, if the natural! Man (the Man in a natural un- 
22 State) cannot receive the Things of the Spirit, it 
ot poſſible, that his Heart ſhould be (at all) comforted 
them, till that corrupt Nature 2 Seal of that corrupt 
Nature) is broken off. () 2 Cer. v. 11. (7) P/al. 
ks 10. (5) Eph.i. 18. | 


faying, 


[7] 
ching, Read this, J pray thee; an Excuſe is as 
ready, for he ſaith,' I am not learned. © 

This is the true Character of Men in a na- 
tural unconverted State. It ſhews their Igno- 
rance in Things ſpiritual : And—in Reſpect 
of true ſaving KNOWLEDGE, it puts 
the learned upon the ſame Footing with 
thoſe that are unlearned. To the one (i. e. the 
learned) ſfiritual Truths, are often ſealed Truths ; 
ſuch Truths as the Wiſdom of this World knows 
nothing of (7); nor can all the Art of Man 
find them out'(u). They are ſpiritually 
diſcerned; they belong to, and proceed from, 
the Spirit of God; and as ſuch, the Spirit of 
God muſt unfold hem to us (πι . No other 
Help can do it: For, as no Man knoweth tbe 
Things of Man, fave the Spirit of Man which 
is in bim; even ſo, the Things / God knoweth 
no Man, but ibe Spirit of God (y), i. e. He 
(and he only) Inoue, the Things of God, whoſe 
Nature is changed. into-that of the pure and 
holy Jes; and, whoſe Mind and Under- 
ſanding being ſpiritually enlightened, is taught 
of God. Or (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it (z); 
he receives the Spirit which is of God; that 
thereby be may knew the Things that are freely | 
given to him of God. Which Things we ſpeak 
(ſays St. Paul) not in the Words which Man's 


kt) 1 Cor. i. 19, 20, 26.— li. 19. (u} Job . 7. 
Iſa. xl. 28. Rom. xi. 33, 34 () 1 Cor. ii. 10, 13. 
(y) 1 Cor, ii. 11. (z) 1 Cor. ii. 12. 


B 4 Wiſdan 


[8] | 
Wiſdom teacheth, 0 which the Holy gt 
teacheth (a). | L 
In theſe Words two different 7. n are 
expreſly mentioned; the one by Man's Wiſe 
dom, the other by the Holy Ghoſt : And, as 
are the T, eachings, ſo are the Perſons taught ; 
the one quite different from the other. The 
worldly wiſe know. not God (6b) ; nor indeed are 
many of them called (c). Whereas thoſe taught 
by the Spirit, know ſpiritual Things; they 
have a true Taſte. and Reliſh for them; for 
the Spirit ſearcheth all Things (ſays the Apoſtle) 
yea, "the deep Things of Gad; and God (ſays he) 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit (d). No- 
thing can be more to the Purpoſe than theſe 
Words (and they are the Words of God himfelf) . 
to ſhew the Truth and Neceſſity of an- IN- 
WARD Teacbing; without which, all other 
Learning will ſerve to no Purpoſe, except it 
be to puff” Men up (e) with Pride and du. 
ceit. | 
Whole Sy ſtems of Philoſophy i in the Head, 
will avail. ables, without the Love of God 
ſhed abroad in the Heart (f). And, if we have 
not a /aving experimental Knowledge of Chriſt, 
and him crucified, we ſhall be no better for 
our Knowledge, 1 we know ALL be- 
ſides, 


(a) 1 Cor. ii. 13. (6) 1 Cor. i. 21. (e) Ver. 26. 
(a) 1 Cor. ii. 10. (e) 1 Cor, viii. 1. (f) Rom. v. 5. 


The 


Lan 
(ö) The Spirit is the only Maſter to teach 
us true ſaving Knowledge (b) ; he muſt put 
to his Hand, and give the finiſhing Stroke'to 
whatever we do (i): Nay, all our Works mh 
begin, continue, and end in bim (); they 
muſt be tinctured with his Purity (J), and his 
Influence muſt guide (n), and direct them (, 
and, theſe our Works (though thus conducted 
by the Spirit) muſt be unto us, not as ou 
Righteouſneſs, or Juſtification (o); but as 
Witneſſes of our Faith; or, as ſo many Rvi⸗ 
dences to atteſt . E Louth) that . Þ 
in us n 6 | 711488 
If Men are ye res of, ay Spirit (bete 
ever Depths of human Learning they may have 
beſides) it is moſt certain, that Things ſpiri- 
tual, will be to them, as the Words of a Bont 
that is EY Molly ſee the Outfide- * the 


5 (2), Chriſt i is, the N All; hoe all, 3 
Colof. iii. 11. 2 Sam. xxii. 2 Naben. ix. 20. 

1 Cor. ii. 13 6 Without Obri 57 (i. e. CD 
Spirit aſiiing * we can do nothim; John xv. 16. 
if Chrift ſirengthens us, we can do all Things, Phil, iv. — 
(&) Collect after the ommunion apt Prevent its, 
Lord, &. (I) 1 John i tif, 3. (in) 1a. Wiii. 11. 
(n) 2 Theſ. iii. 5. (0) In Rom. iii. 2- our , Juſtification is 
poſitively nth be freely by Grace, through the Re- 
demption that is in efus Gi. And in Epbeſ. ii. 8, 9. 
the Apoſtle aſſures us, it is by Grace we are ſaved, thraugh 
Faith ; and THAT not of ourſelves, it is the GIF T 
of God : Not e of Works, 4 any Man ſhould boaſt. 

Iſaiah Ixiv. A is a Glaſs, in which we may (all of us) fee 
the true Complexion, both of ourſelves, and of our Works, 
And—if we believe the Prophet, we cannot but loath our 
own Righteouſneſs, we delight to walk in filthy Rags. 
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Book, but the Contents are under Seal and 
Cover. So—— Men may be taught Arts and 
Sciences ; their Minds may be richly ſtocked 
with the politeſt of both natural and acquired 
Accompliſhments, and from Childhood they 
may be regularly trained up anne Ap- 
pearance of an outſide Religion. By this kind 
of Education they may become well acquaint- 
ed with the Mode, or Manner of Worſhip ; 
they may be daily, - conſtant” Attenders at it; 
ande——probably, it may be their great Plea- 
ſure ( ſometimes) to hear, and tall of the 
Beauty of Holineſs. *Buf=——if a real, and 
thorough Change is not rought in their 
Hearts; if the Life of Holineſs is not created 
within them, nor the Power of Godlineſs felt 
in their Souls; all their Religion is no better 
than — a HEARSAY Religion, taken up 
upon the Credit of an early formal Education: 
Their fair outward Shew, is only a ſpecious 
Form; and when they talk of the Beauty of 
Holineſs, as though they admired it; it is 
quite foreign to the irit, or true Beauty of 
Holineſs: Very much like him, who admires 
the Beauty of a well bound Book, and is 

pleaſed with the Art of the Workman, while 
he knows nothing of the Author, nor one 
Word of its Contents; becauſe it is ſealed. 
The Book he ſees, and the Title he may pro- 
bably read * the Back of the Book; but, 
nat 


1111 
not one Word can he tell within, till the Seal 
is broken off, and the Book opened. 
So, and in reſpect of the Word of God | 
(called the Bible, or BOOK) we ſee its out- 4 
fide (the bare Letter of it) and we know its 
great Titles, that it is called, The Word of 
Life (p) ; the Goſpel (q), Good Tidings of 
great Joy, to all People (r); the Revelation of 
God's good Will towards Men (6), and the 
like (I fay, we may ſee the Letter, or Outſide 
of the Bible, and may read its great Titles, and) 
yet — (Ie a Book that is ſealed) we ſhall 
never come at the true /prritual Senſe (or 
Meaning) of its deep and holy Contents, till 
Cbriſi, by his Spirit, breaks off the Seal, and 

11 opens the Book to our Underflanding (t). Ah! 
this is the Reaſon (the very Reaſon) why Men 
in a natural unconverted State; though of great 
Parts and Abilities, are fo cy Ignorant 

| in 7 bings ſpiritual. 

It is a known Maxim, that the Mind de- 
termines according to Evidence. Therefore it 
is, their Evidence being carnal, ſenſual” and 
after the Viſdom of the World, that Men, in a 

natural State, draw | ſuch fa je Concluſions con- 
cerning Things ſpiritual (u). * And—in this 
| great Affair, both Learned and Unlearned are 

* pretty much the ſame. For, while the Learn- 

ed, and Unconverted, ſpeak of the Things of the 


(p) Phil. ii. 16. (4) Mart i. 1, 15. (r) Lukeii. . 
(s) Luke ii. 14. (t) Luke xxiv. 45. 0 22 ii. 27. 
0 1 Cr. ii. 14. 


Spirit, 


f 


Preſence. - But of him (ſays the Apoſtle ſpeaking 


: [ 12 ] 


Spirit; ds the Wards of a Book that is ſealed, if 


you alk the Unlearned, ſaying, Tell me, I pray 
thee, what theſe Things mean, they will an- 
et and ſay, I cannot, for I am not learned. 
ere, the Vulgar (or common People, among 


\. the Uuconverted) excuſe their Ignorance of 


Things ſpiritual, by intimating, as though no- 
thing could comprehend them, but the narrow 
Circle of human Learning. By this Means, 
they (in Fact) ſhut out Chrift from their Souls, 
not conſidering how much he delights to 
dwell with the Humble, in their Heart, tho' 
there may not be the Knowledge of one ſingle 
Letter in tbeir, Head. For (as St. Paul 
fays 1 Cor, i. 27, Gc.) God bath choſen the fooliſh 
Things of the World to confound the Wiſe ; and 
Gad bath choſen the weak Things of the World, 
#0, confound the Things which are mighty ; and 
baſe Things of the World, and Things which are 
deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea, and Things which 
are not, to bfing to nought, Things that are. 
Now, this Method which God thus chuſes, 


whereby to make known his Son, to poor de- 
ied Men and Women, looked upon in the 


Eyes of a wiſe World, as fooliſh, weak, baſe and 
contemptible, is to let us know, that his Grace 
is FREE, and that he gives it to whom, after 
what: Manner, and at what Time foever he 


pleaſes ; That no Fleſh ſhould glory (be puffed 


up with their own Accompliſhments) in his 


to 


/ 


IMs :; 

to the deſpiſed Servants of God) are ye in 
Chriſt Jeſus (i. e. though of themſelves 10 
were illiterate, weak, baſe, and contemptible in 
the Eyes of the Worldly-wiſe, yet God of 
his free Love, was pleaſed to give them a true 
ſaving Knowledge of Chrift, and him eruci- 
fied, called being in Chriſt Jeſus) who of God 
is made unto us, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and 
Sanctification, and Redemption. That according 
as it is written, be that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord (x). | » i 

From theſe Words, it is plain to a Demon- 
ration, that God is no Admirer of oor laly 
Accompliſhments, either natural or acquired; 
that he pays no Regard to Riches or Gran- 
deur ; and that his Grace is not at all confined 
to any Sef?, Perſon or Party whatever ; but 
that he gives it to whom he pleaſes, oonſider- 


ing no Qualification ſo much, as THAT of a2 


meek, humble and teachable Heart ; an Heart 
thoroughly convinced of Sin, and made feel- 
ingly ſenſible, that nothing but the BLOOD 
of Chr:/} can heal it. 

Such a Knowledge of ourſelves is the great 
Inlet, through which the Knowledge of a cru- 
ified Jeſus, and all the Comforts of the Spirit 
flow-to the Soul ; agreeable to which (in the 
Vijtation of the Sick) our pious Church prays | 
moſt fervently for the ſick Perſon, that God 
would make him know and feel (feel in | his 


Fs Cor: ; | Wen 
1 29, 30. ; Heart) 


| [14] 
Heart) that there is none other Name under Hegs 

uen given to Man, in whom, and through whom he 
may receive Health and Salvation, but only the 
Name of our Lord Teſus Chrift (). 

+ Our boy MOTHER. ſeems, as though ſhe 
was afraid ſome of her Children ſhould reſt 
in a civilized Form of Godlineſs ; or, that they 
ſhould take up, and content themſelves with 
a mere Head. knowledge of Chriſt, having no 
inward Senſe (or Want) of him in their Hearts: 
Therefore it is /be ſo fervently prays for the 
fick Perſon, not only, that he may know 
Chri/t ; but alſo, that he may feel in his Heart 
his great Want of him; like a Perſon 
ſtruck (to the Heart) by ſome, ſudden bad 
News, who feels the Want of that Eaſe, Com- 
fort and Satisfaction which he loſt | by the 
Surprize. This, I believe, is what Few will 
deny; for who, alniqſt, of this Congregation, 
but, at ſome Time or other, have had their 
Spirit ſun and ſhaken by bad News, melan- 
cholly Accidents, ſudden Deaths, or the like? 
Why then can't we believe the Reality (I had 
almoſt ſaid the Neceflity) of an inward Senſe 
or Feeling of our great il ant of Chriſt? Such 
a Thing doubtleſs there is (2): Ay——and 
that deep inward Senſe of our Wants, is the 
Way to Chri/# (a): It is the very Beginning 
of all the Happineſs we expect in Heaven. 
21) 4 Viſitation'of the Sick, viz. The almighty Lord who 
"hots xix. 42. Fehn iv. 10. (a) Rev. iii. 17, 18. 
| W Without 


15 J 
Without this Knowledge of our Want of rig, 
all human Learning, all other Knowledge 
whatever, is no better than florid N e 
and polite Fooliſhneſs. 
Not to have a true inward Senſe of. our 
great Want of Cbriſ, is THAT which ſeals 
up and hides the Word of God from the 
Heart; it keeps us ignorant of the Threats 
and Promiſes therein contained; it makes us 
to underſtand them no otherwiſe, than, as it 
were, by HEARSAT; or, as when a Man 
reads a Piece of Hiſtory, and is the fatal dae. 
why ſo many reſt ſatisfied in a mere Form, or 
ſnew of Godlineſs. The Life and Spirit of 
Religion are to them, like the Words of a Book 
1 that is ſealed. And — being thus in the Dark, 
they regard neither Threats nor Promiſes. 
They cannot apply the Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel, becauſe they have never felt in their 
Hearts the Power of Chriſt to Salvation. This 
ſinks their Spirits in Diſtreſs; it fills the Bed 
of Sickneſs with gloomy Thoughts, gives 
them a frightful View of Eternity, and makes 
Death ſo amazingly dreadful, they cannot 
hear the bare Mention of it, but it goes like 
a Sword through their Soul (5). 


| And, 


_ (5b) Reader, Has not this been your Caſe in ſome. Fit 
of Sicknefs or other ? Oh ! what DREADFUL Thoughts 
had you then of Eternity / Did you not tremble for fear of 
Hell f And—If God would ſpare you a little longer, 5 

W 
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 .,. And, as are the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 


to the unawakened, not to be applied, but, 
like the Words of a Book that is ſealed ; ſo alſo 


are the Threats of the Goſpel, The Law 


never yet came home, and cloſe to their Con- 
ſciences ; they have never felt in their Hearts 


ts condemning Power, nor with what Force 


it comes againſt Sin. They therefore know 
not the Terror of the Lord, but hang out, 
as it were, a Flag of Defiance againſt all the 
Threats of Heaven. A Form of Godlineſs 
is the Strength of their Hopes; they truſt in 


the fair Outfide of a plauſible Shew ; and, hav- 


ing neyer ſeen their Corruptions (c; and of 
Conſequence, their great Want of Chrift, they 


what a grateful Remembrance would you keep of his Mercy! 
How much would you love him for his Goodneſs ! Well, 
God has ſpared you; you have lived many a Day, /ince 
you thought yourſelf upon the Brink of Eternity, juſt 
dropping into Hell, But, where are your Promiſes ? Have 
ou performed them? Or, are you the ſame hardened 
retch, as before ? Conſider how it is between God and 
your, Soul; and the Lord haue Mercy upon you. 6 


(e) I doubt not but every Child of Adam ſees ſo much 
Corruption in himſelf as to confeſs in general, that he is 4 
Sinner. Nevertheleſs, it is to be feared, there are feu 
who have ſeen themſelves (their corrupt fallen State) in 
ſo clear a Light, as to conclude from their Heart (lament- 
ing their Conditoin) that they are Sinners who moſt juſtly 
demerit the divine Diſpleaſure. Reader, do you THUS 
ſee yourſelf a Sinner? If you do not 3 Chrift is not yet 
right PRECIOUS to you: Nor will you ever know how 
to Value his BLOOD, till you come to know your loſt 
and undone Condition, | 2 $17 


don't 
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don't much ut pute, but the 8 
of Duties will carry them ſafe to Heaven. 
Thus the b e learned and unlearn- 
el, according to their different Turns of Mind, 
are, all of them, gueſſing at the Way to 
Heaven; like a Man, with a Book i in his Hand | 
that is ſealed, gueſſing at the Contents, what 
they ſhould be. THIS is a ſacred Truth, a 
| Truth of God's ſpeaking, though it may ſeem 
ſtrange in our Ears. For. | 
ie Vifan of all, all that God has revealed 
to his Prophets, or Chriſt by the Holy Ghoſt to 
his Apoſtles concerning the great Work of Rz- 
demption, is become to the unconverted, like the 
Wards of a Book that is ſealed, which if we de- 
liver to one that is learned, ſaying, Read this I 
ay thee, and tell me the Meaning of, A new 
Creature (d), born of the Spirit, as well as of 
Water (e), juſtified free Grace (f) ; not of 
2 Z TI in fs Spirit (S), renewed 
in the pirit of. our Mind, and putting .on-the. 
neu Man, which after God ii created in Rigbre- 
oujneſ ſs. and true, Holineſs (3): Crying by the 
Spirit, Abba, Father (H. An Unition fromthe 
ly one (); ;z or by what Means the Anointing 
we receive from bin, feacheth : us hs all T, brags 5 


4 2 07%) di vi 1 (0 Ne l . 


Epb. ii. h) Gal. 
1 Eph. iv. 23, 24. @) of Row + 0 600 5 
| PE TS | 80 1 John li. 27 


B Being 


[-18 J. 
Being one with Chriſt, 10 Chriſt with a b: 
Opening the Door of our Hearts to Chriſt, 
he may come in, and ſup, and dwell \ Wi 
us (o), or the like. (1 ſay, If we deliver the 
Word of God to one that 7s learned, and net 
ſpiritually enlightened, ſaying, Read this I pray 
thee, and tell me the Meaning, not gloſed over, " 
but the true Meaning, of theſe ſcripture Paſ-. 
fages, he ſaith I cannot, for the Book is heated. 
He is aſhamed to confeſs his /þiritual Ignor- 
ance; therefore, he don't ſay, he cannot 
tell, but he ſaith it js ſealed, the Book is ſeal- 
6d. _ And the better to diſguiſe his Ignorgnee, 


: 
CY 
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and gravely calls them a regular Converſation, 
a moral good Behaviour; waiting upon Ordinan- 
ves; pious Refolutions ; freer Endeavours ; or 
the Hike; as though Man, 27 Wa, Was 
able to do theſe Things. 

By this Means, the unkarned are till kept 
FR er of, and made quite eaſy in their 
wneonverted State (4 ). And. f one aſk them 
a Queſtion concerning Things ſpiritual, they 
. anſwer and ſay, They are not learned. 80 
that the Word of God, is to theſe a a frange 
Langage, an valeur To ongue ; ; "while to the 


Nn 
(#) John xvii. by 21, 22. See alſo in the Communion 
that Exhortation, Dearly | beloved ye that mind to 

to, Kc. (e) Rev; iii. 20. (4). See the very 
iſerable Condition of ſuch unhappy Men, as it is 10 


Kae by our Lord himſelf, Mat. xy. 14. 
8 
01% a 


1 
Karel (ind not enlightened ) it is 4 SEALED 
BOOK. 2 

But — when the Lord brings the Law 
home and cloſe to the Heart, Sin (like the long 
ſettled Sediment. when diſturbed) will begin 
to riſe; it will awaken the benumbed fleepy 
Conſcience, and fill the once drowſy Mind 
with the moſt cutting and uneaſy Thoughts. 
It will ſhew the Sinner to himſelf, what Cor 
ruption is in his Heart, what Uncleanneſs i in 
his Soul; it will give him an awakening Senſe 
of his great Want of Chrift, and will make 
him now and feel (as our Church fays) that 
there is no other Name, than the Name of eſus, 
whereby be can be ſaved, and that nothing but 
his precious Blood can make him clean. The 
poor Sinner will then long for a ſaving Intereſt 
in that BLOOD: And—the ſtronger his Con- 
victions, the ſtronger will be his Deſires after. 
it. The very mention of that BLOOD will 
ſtrike his Soul with a pleaſing Grief, and fill 
him with a Mixture of Hope, Fear and, 
Shame. 4 

At ſome. times his Soul will cry out, even, 
ſo come Lord Teſus (7): At other times, the Cry 
will be changed into that mournful Tone, 
Depart from me, for I am a finful Man, O 
Lord (s). Ah! poor Soul! he would gladly 
open the Door of his Heart to let in his 
DEAR CHRIST, but his Fears ariſing from 


(r) Rev. xxii. 20. (5) Luke v. 8. 
B 2 a Re- 


—— — 
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Remembrance of Hy 1 prevent him: 
hey fix him between Hope and Deſpair, not - 


| knowing what to do; whether to keep out 


Chriſt, or to let him in: Till at laſt, he ap- 
plies to his Soul, thoſe ſweet Words of his 
EAR Maſter, pore unto me all ye that La- 

hour, and are heavy Laden, and 1 will give Jou 


Ret), 


This encourages the poor Sinner to o 
his Heart, though with a weak "i 
Hand. And—as Cbriſt is entering in — (may 
T uſe the Expreſſion) ſee the poor Sinner, how 
humbly he receives his God, with wet Eyes, 


. and bended Knees ; not daring to look up, 
but begging Mercy in thoſe Words (of the 


humble Leper) Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt | 
make me "lin (4). And——0O the gracious 
Anſwer of Chrit to this humble Petition! I 
will, be thou clean, (May the Lord ſpeak the 
ſame to every Soul here!) To this, the Spirit 
ſets" his Seal. (For we are ſealed with that 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which (ſays the Apoſtle) 
js the Earneſt of our Inheritance in the Saints (x), 
And ——having thus received the Seal of the 


Spirit,in his ſanctifying Gifts and Graces; or 


(as the Apoſtle calls it Eph, i, 18.) the Eyes of - 
the poor Sinner's Underſtanding being enlighten- 
ed, be begins to know what is the Hope of his 


Calling, and what the Ri ches of tbe Glory of K his 


(i) Mat. xi. 28. () Luke v. 12. 
(s) Eph. i. 13, 14, | 
| Inberitance 


* 7 21} 

Inkeritanee in he e wed wht bs 
ceeding Greatneſs f God's Power towards 
him; the Greatneſs, the Freeneſs of that 
Power, in changing and renewing the Heart ; 
and in cleanſing, purging, and ſanctifying the 
whole Man throughout, Saul and Body ()). 

Then begins the happy Change from Nas 
ture to Grace: Or, (as the Prophet fays a 
little after my Text) the Eyes of the Blind, 
(the ſpiritually Blind then begin to) ſe out of = 
 Obſeurity, and out of Darkneſs (z), i. e. the 
Spirit will give them Light. As our Church 
prays, the Spirit willi ligbten their Darkneſs (a). 
And—the Seal, (of carnal Security) being 
thus broken off by. the Spirit, the BOOK 
(or Word of God) becomes a new BOOK; and 
its Contents, (as much as are neceſſary to Sal» - 
vation) are all ſavingly known. The News. 
birth is comfortably experienced; the New- 
creature plainly ſeen in a holy Life; and the 
Power of Godlineſs ſenſibly felt in me! inner 
Man, All old Things are paſt away, (the old 
Will, old Affections, and Deſires; the former 
Converſation, old Companions, Amuſements, 
or the like are done away) behold, all Things 
are become new (6). The Man is become a, 
new Man ; and his Nature ſo thorougly chang- 
ed into THAT of the pure and Holy Jeſs 


(y) 1 Thef. v. 2 z) Iſa. xxix. 18. (a) See the 
third 9 E 25 1 vix. Ligbien 2 Dart- 
neſs, &c, (5) 2 Car, V. 7. 


2 | that 


1 


that one may perceive for a Truth, e 
Church ſays in her Communion Service) that de 
dwellt in Chriſt, ' and Cbriſt in him; that, be 45 
one with Chrift, and Chrift with bim ( c). 
his great Joy and Comfort, the Spirit * 
Witneſs with his Spirit, that he is a Child of 
God (d); teſtifying to him at the ſame Time, 
chat that Act of Love is merely from free 
Grace (e) ; and not * any be * gell 
of this (. 
No, they who are /p1 1d ent: obtencd ſee 

nothing in themſelves, out of Crit, but Death 
and Judgment; which makes them know how 
to value their DEAR Cbriſt in the Comforts of 


his Spirit (g). They plead his Merits ; and 
are found in bis Righteouſneſs (b). His Holy 


Spirit works within them a ſan#ifying, ſoul- 
cleanſing Work (i); they feaſt themſelves with 
the Sweets of his Love (4); and ſolace their 
Souls with ſure and certain Hopes of being 
ſhortly tranſlated into Joys that are eternal, 
where there are Pleaſures for evermore (I); and 
where they ſhall reign for ever and ever (m); 
with the Lamb that was lain, and is alive (n). 


( 7) See that frocet E ehortation ' in the Cale Ser- 
vice, viz. Drarly beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to 
come, &c. (a) Rom. viii. 16. (e) Rom. iii. 24. 


(f) Eph. ii. 55 | pi . 1 Pet, ii. 6, Rev. v. 9. 
e 18 iii. 60 Fa. 22. 
4) 1 Pot. i. 8. 1 5 xvi. . (n) Rev. xxii, 5. 
1 Rev. ti, 8. 
228 For 
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For whoſe dear Sake, may the Lord, of 
his infinite Mercy, admit every one here pre- 
ſent, and all other our fellow Creatures into 

the ſame State and Height of Glory; to join 

the bright Hoſt above, in the new Song of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, tuning our Harps, 
and finging to the LAMB, faying, Thou art 
worthy to take the Book, and to open the Seals 
thereof : For thou waſt flain and haſt redeemed 


us unto God, 22 Blood, out of every Kindred 
and Tongue, and People, and Nation ( (0). 


And to this ſame DEAR LAMB, till we 
fing the SONG in Heaven, may we now 
aſcribe, as is moſt juſtly due, all Honour, 
Power, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and 8 | 
nion, Amen and Amen. 


() Rev. v. 9. 
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